Assignment # 3

Analyzing the local
Environment

Suggestions to the teacher:

To help students synthesize the ideas they formulated in the first assignment, and have
them compare their viewpoints to those of their peers, the students are asked to discuss
their findings from assignment | given the format outlined below. If the class is large, and
time is permitting, it might be best to break the class into groups of three or four. A class
discussion can be started after each group has addressed and summarized its views.

See Selected Solutions at the end of the packet.
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Assignment 3: Your community and its impact on the environment Il

Classroom activity:
Materials needed: L ocal map

Using the observations you made in Assignment 1, address the following with your classmates:

1 Using the map that you are given by your teacher, divide the map into regions of industry,
business, agriculture, and residence. You don't have to be precise

2. Compile a list of all the water users in your town. Include industries as well as businesses,
homes, and agriculture. Place these users on the map.

3. Compile a list of the types of pollution that each water user might put into the water. Which
types of pollution would you consider hazardous, and why?

4. Where does this water go? Le. does this water get treated, or does it go directly into the
ground or into a nearby lake? On the map, draw arrows from the sources of pollution to
where they might end up.

5. Compile a list of all the solid waste (e.g. paper, plastic, glass, metal, etc.) producers in your
town. Include the types of wastes that are produced and whether theses wastes could be
hazardous.

6. Where do these wastes go - to the local dump or somewhere further away? Again draw
arrows on the map that indicate the different pollution pathways, i.e. the ways that pollution
can move.

7. Consider both the waste water and solid wastes you've listed. Which types of pollution, or
which sources, do you think are the most harmful?

8.  Which sources produce the most waste or pollution?

9. For each pollution source come up with a strategy to reduce waste production or to minimize
pollution hazard.

10. How would you go about implementing these strategies?

11. What could you do, personally, to help reduce pollution?

12. What could you do as a class?

13. What strategies are now in place, in your home, school, or town, that are, in fact, improving
local environmental conditions?

The take home questions.-

1. Who regulates waste disposal in your town - your town, state, or the federal government?
2. Who regulates water usage?

3. Do you know what these regulations say?

4. 1s your water source clean? If you don't know, how would you go about finding out?

5. To whom would you address your environmental concerns?
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Assignment # 4

The Environmental Times

Suggestions to the teacher:
Thisis another group assignment designed to address the different viewpoints as well as the

different interests of the students. Here, the students are asked to compile a newspaper: The
Environmental Times. The students can pick from any of the topics listed below, or they can
come up with their own, but the ultimate goal of this assignment isto have the students think
critically about any number of environmental issues that are of interest to them, and to present
their ideas in aformat that appealsto them. It is not necessary that the finished product be an

actual newspaper. Instead, the students can use poster board for each newspaper page onto
which they can cut and paste their articles and graphics.
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List of Websites:

EPA: hitp://Aww.epa.gov/

Qzone Depletion:
http://www.cmdl.noaa.gov/ozsondes/spo/ozspo.htm
http://Amwww.atm.ch.cam.ac.uk/tour/

The Woburn Case:
http:/Amww. shore. net/-dkennedy/woburn htm |
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